OLD HICKORY NEWS

MAY – JUNE 2003

INTRODUCTION

The unit has suffered quite a bit of turbulence over the last couple of years due to various problems we have had to deal with. They had to do with personalities, authenticity, and unit participation in events. My hope is to revitalize the unit and provide a calendar of events to interest and involve the unit members in. I think we can revitalize the unit and get on the move again.

NOTE

Darrell Fisher and Ben Lowery are no longer members of the unit and are no longer associated with the unit in any capacity. All unit business needs to be directed to myself (Joe Cooper), John Wallwork or Ronnie Steele. 

UNIT MEETING 

A unit meeting is schedule on May 29, 2003 at the old Green Hills Library, now the Metro Archives. The meeting will be at 700 PM. Please attend, this is an important meeting.

AUTHENTICITY

Unit members are expected to follow the guidelines set forth in the unit handbook. Reproduction uniforms and equipment are now readily available for purchase and no member should be equipped with gear that is not of the period. The 10-foot rule does not exit any more as authentic equipment is now available to reenactors unlike 25 years ago.

The unit respects the fact that new members do not want to drop hundreds of dollars for equipment before they know if they want to continue in the hobby or not. The unit and its members will make an effort to supply loaner equipment to help out prospective members.

WESTERN FRONT BATTLE FOR DECEMBER 2003

Myself (Joe Cooper) and John Wallwork have discussed changing the annual Russian front battle to a Western Front Battle of the Bulge Scenario. There are several reasons. (1). We have a hard time getting any Russians to attend the events anymore. Most Russian units have progressed pass the homemade uniforms and ersatz equipment stage and demand authentic events. We have gotten the reputation of being a farb event, which is extremely difficult to discard. We can easily get 60 to 70 GI’s to attend versus 20 to 25 Russians max. (2) The Germans will show up no matter whom they have to fight. We can almost guarantee 80 to 100 Germans for any event. The Germans don’t care if they’re shooting Americans or Russians. If you have any impute on this change please come to the meeting on May 29th and voice your opinion.

UNIT CALENDER OF EVENTS

Note: If an event is marked tentative please contact Joe Cooper or other officers before attending. Those dates marked tentative are subject to change.

May 17, 2003 – Western Front Tactical Battle at Vesta, GA sponsored by NMHA. If you need information on this event contact Paul Crawley at fjrcrawley@yahoo.com
May 30 & 31, 2003 – Western Front Battle at Knob Creek, KY. Sponsored by the 4th Armored Division, contact Joe Cooper for more details.

June 7, 2003 – Military Display and Battle at Watertown, TN. Contact John Wallwork for details at (615) 476-8045 or email: cricket901@hotmail.com.

Tentative - June 21, 2003 – Training event at Spring Hill, Tennessee. Details to follow.  

July 4, 2003  - Display Battle at Fort Knox, KY. If interested contact Joe Cooper at (615) 

315-0784 or joecoop@bellsouth.net.

Tentative - September 13, 2003 – Training event at Spring Hill, Tennessee. Details to follow.

Tentative - October 11 & 12, 2003 – Tentative CMP shoot and training exercise at Tullahoma Training Site. The plan is to have a training session at a  training area on Saturday. On Sunday, October 12th, the unit will participate in a  CMP shoot with the Warren County Gun Club

November 28 & 29, 2003 – TMCA Militaria Show at Marriott Hotel in Franklin TN. Contact Bill Price for further information.

December 12, 13, &14th – Battle of the Bulge at Tullahoma Training. This is the battle the unit sponsors so plan on being there. Point of contact is Joe Cooper.

