OLD HICKORY NEWS

March – April 2003

GREETINGS

The unit had its first meeting of the year on March 4, 2003. At that time the unit held its election for officers. Joseph Cooper was reelected commander, Ronnie Steele is 2nd in command and John Wallwork is secretary/treasurer. The unit leaders addresses and point of contact are listed below.

Joseph L. Cooper, 624 Rochelle Drive, Nashville, TN 37220, phone (615) 315-0784, email – joecoop@bellsouth.net.

Ronnie Steele, 311 Old Shackle Island Road, Hendersonville, TN 37075, phone (615) 822-2717.

John Wallwork, 317 Wilson Pike Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027, phone (615) 376-8045, email – cricket901@hotmail.com. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

It is important that you send in your renewal form. We do this to see who is still interested and wants to stay on the mailing list. It also keeps our mailing information up to date. If you do not renew by the end of April you will be dropped from the rolls.

APRIL 5TH TRAINING EVENT

A unit-training event and tactical battle sponsored by Ronnie Steele and John Wallwork will occur at Spring Hill Tennessee on April 5th, 2003. Participants may camp overnight on April 4th at the site. The following rules will apply.

1. Unit members will need to contact John, Ronnie or myself (Joe Cooper) prior to the event to let us know you are attending. John’s and Ronnie’s phone numbers or emails are listed above. We need an accurate headcount before the event for planning purposes and meals.

 2. The “uniform of the day” is as follows. OD wool shirt and trousers, M-41 or M-43 field jacket, rough out shoes with leggings or two buckle boots, fatigues optional over wool shirt and trousers, pistol belt or rifleman’s belt with canteen, bayonet or trench knife, first aid kit, entrenching tool, field gear suspenders or M-1928 haversack, M-1 helmet, and M-1 rifle or other period U.S. Army issue rifle. Each soldier will bring a basic load of ammunition to the event since there will be a tactical battle. An inspection in ranks will be conducted and members will be required to have ALL the above listed items. New members or guest need to make arrangements to have or borrow the complete uniform before attending. Any question concerning these requirements please contact Joe Cooper

3. Unit members are required to have period haircuts for the event.

4. The owner request that no minors attend without a parent or guardian in attendance. The parent and minor must be recognized members of the unit.

5. This a training event and tactical battle. Be prepared to learn and participate. This is not a Cowboy and Indian affair. Field fortifications are being built and training scenarios are being planned. It will be a fun event but emphasis will be on actual army tactics and training.

6. Directions: See attachment to newsletter.

AUTHENTICITY

The unit is attempting to raise its level of authenticity in uniform, weapons, and unit tactics. I would like for the unit to be able to fall into formation, open ranks, conduct an inspection and present proper military courtesy. In regards to unit tactics the unit needs to know how to conduct a tactical road march, advance in column, advance in line, advance in V formation and diamond formation. The unit needs to know how to attack using fire and maneuver by properly utilizing the WW II squad organization.

In reference to uniforms only original or correct reproductions are allowed. The days of the 20 feet rule is over. Back in the good old days reproductions weren’t available and exceptions were made. Nowadays reproduction uniforms and equipment are readily available and substitutions are not necessary. You may wear HBTs instead of wool if you are allergic to wool and we don’t expect folks to wear period boxer shorts. You may alter your equipment to be more comfortable or easier to use if its not readily noticeable. Any such changes though will have to be consented to by the unit’s leadership.

NEW MEMBERS OR GUESTS

Each new member or guest who participates in a reenactment or similar event will need a sponsor who is a unit member. The sponsor’s job is to make sure that the guest/new member is properly equipped before an event. Being a guest/new member is not an excuse for showing up at an event dressed like a refugee from the Goodwill store. There is enough spare equipment and uniforms out there to suit up a new guy. We also plan as a unit to purchase some extra equipment and uniforms to help out the new guys in getting a start. We will discuss the matter further at the April 5th event.

BI MONTHLY MEETING

The leadership has decided to reinstate the bi monthly meeting of the unit. I will attempt to obtain the guesthouse at Hidden Valley Apartment off of Vultee Blvd and Murfreesboro Road.  The training event a Spring Hill will take the place of a March meeting. The times and meeting place will be announced well ahead of time so members can make plans to attend.

CMP M-1 RIFLES

If you are interested in obtaining an M-1 Garand Rifle or M1903A1 Rifle through the Civilian Marksmanship Program give Joe Cooper a call. You can obtain a rifle for around $400, which is a lot cheaper than the $700 to $900 you see at gun shows. I have the phone number to the Warren County Gun Club, which shoots on the second Sunday of each month at the Tullahoma Training Site. Once you qualified it takes from three to six weeks to get your rifle.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Note: The events listed below are for your information only. Their listing does not imply you are required to attend.

TRAINING EVENT AND TACTICAL BATTLE

April 4 – 5, 2003 Spring Hill Tennessee, sponsored by Company B/1/117/30th ID. Contact Ronnie Steele or John Wallwork for further information.

TENNESSEE MILITARY COLLECTORS SHOW, Marriott Hotel, Franklin, TN. 

April 18 –19, 2003

November 28 –29, 2003

REENACTMENTS

May 9 –11, 2003 Eastern Front Event, Marion KY

July 4, 2003 Display battle at Fort Knox, KY

September 26 –28, 2003 Proposed Tactical Battle at Tullahoma Training Site, Tullahoma, TN.

The 30th Division will be sponsoring the event.

December 12 –13, 2003, Eastern Front Battle, Tullahoma Training Site, Tullahoma, TN. The 30th Division will be sponsoring the event. 

