OLD HICKORY NEWS

January – February 2003

GREETINGS

This is the beginning of a new year and unfortunately we lost a good friend, Richard Cornwell, due to advanced age and illness. Richard was probably one of the original reenactors doing Indian Wars in the 1950’s and then progressing to Civil War during the Centennial. Richard reenacted French and Indian War, Alamo, War of 1812, Civil War, WWII, WWIII, and medieval Scottish. His presence at reenactments and the militaria shows will be missed.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

In our quest to find the cheapest internet service Debbie and myself have changed our email address. It is now as of January 1, 2003 the following: joecoop@bellsouth.net. This replaces any previous addresses I had. The unit website address has changed. The new website is www.LMMH.org.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

 I have enclosed a renewal form with this letter. Please fill it out and return as soon as possible. These are for updating current membership roster. Please return your form with any new information.

UNIT MEETING AND ELECTION

Per the unit bylaws we are due annual elections of unit officers. A unit meeting will be held the evening of March 4, 2003 at my residence, 624 Rochelle Drive, Nashville, TN at 1900 hours. My phone number is (615) 315 0784. There we will elect unit officers and plan this year’s events.

Directions to my residence: Traveling on I –65 exit onto Harding Place going east toward Trousdale Lane. Turn right onto Trousdale Lane from Harding Place and travel south. When you reach a 4 way stop you will be at the intersection of Hogan Road and Trousdale Lane. Continue on through the intersection on Trousdale Lane for three blocks where Rochelle Drive intersects with Trousdale Lane. Turn right onto Rochelle Drive go two blocks to the intersection on Rochelle Drive and Anchorage Drive. My driveway is the last one on the right before the intersection with Anchorage Drive. The mailbox is marked. 

APRIL 5TH TRAINING EVENT

 A unit-training event sponsored by John Wallwork and Ronnie Steele will be held at Spring Hill Tennessee on April 5th, 2003. Participants may camp overnight on April 4th at the site. The following rules will apply.

1. Unit members will need to contact John, Ronnie or myself  (Joe Cooper) at least one week prior to the event to let us know if you are attending. John and Ronnie’s phone numbers are listed below. Mine is listed above in the unit meeting section. If you plan to attend we need to know ahead of time. We need an accurate headcount before the event for planning purposes and meals.

2. The “uniform of the day” is as follow. OD wool shirt and trousers, M-41 or M-43 field jacket, rough out shoes with leggings or two buckle boots, fatigues optional over wool shirt and trousers, pistol belt or rifleman’s belt with canteen, bayonet, first aid kit and entrenching tool, field gear suspenders or M-1928 knapsack, M-1 Helmet, and M-1 rifle or other issued weapon (M-1 Thompson, BAR, etc.). Each soldier will bring a basic load of ammunition for the training event. In other words bring the basic load of ammo you would carry in a reenactment. An inspection in ranks will be conducted and members will be required to have ALL the above listed items. New members or guests need to make arrangements to have the complete “uniform of the day” before attending. Any question concerning these requirements please contact Joe Cooper

3. Unit members are required to have period haircuts for the event.

4. The owner request that no minors attend without a parent in attendance. The parent and  minor must be recognized members of the unit.

5. This a training event. Be prepared to learn and participate. This is not a Cowboy and Indians affair. Field fortifications are being built and training scenarios are being planned. It will be a fun event but emphasis will be on actual army tactics and training.

6. Further details will follow in the March newsletter.

30th DIVISION UNIFORM RESEARCH

I have been researching the uniforms and equipment of the 30th Division and have come to several conclusions. The uniforms and equipment used by the 30th Division are very similar to those published in the unit’s handbook concerning the 8th Infantry Division. An examination of period photographs has caused me to draw several conclusions.

1. The division did not have use any form of unit markings on the M-1 helmet. I have been unable to locate any photographs of the 30th Division where any type of tactical unit symbols was used on the helmet.

2. The 30th Division did not use tactical leadership markings on the rear of their helmets like some units did. In combat there was no distinction between enlisted men’s and officer’s helmets.

3. In combat the officers did not display rank insignia of any type on their helmets. It appears that in a garrison situation or where officers were not in the front lines the metal rank insignia was attached to the front of the helmet.

4. The 30th Division appears to have worn the standard uniform common to the 1st and 9th Army in the Northern Europe Theater of Operations during its assignment there.  

MARION BATTLE

I have received reports of non-unit members attending the Marion KY event who represented themselves as 30th Infantry Division members. If you attend an event and run into individuals who are not members please inform the hosting unit. These individuals were shoddily uniformed and disgraced the unit. Any guests who attend events in the future must be informed that just because they attend a reenactment with the group that does not automatically make them a member. They must apply for membership through the unit officers to become a member. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Note: The events listed below are for your information only. They do not imply that you’re required to attend.

TRAINING EVENT

April 4 – 5, 2003 Spring Hill TN, sponsored by the B/1/117/30th ID. Contact Ronnie Steel at (615) 822-2717 or John Wallwork at (615) 376-8045 for further information.

BOB POPE GUN SHOWS, Smyrna, TN at the intersection of Old Nashville Highway and Alamaville Road.

April 12 –13, 2003

August 23 –24, 2003

October 25 – 26, 2003

December 20 –21, 2003

TENNESSEE MILITARY COLLECTORS SHOW, Marriott Hotel, Franklin TN.

April 18 – 19, 2003

November 28 - 29, 2003

REENACTMENTS

February 28 – March 2, 2003, Western Front, Camp Gruber, OK

April 11 – 12, 2003, Western Front, Rensselor, IN

May 9 – 11, 2003,Western Front, Camden, OH

May 9 – 11, 2003,Eastern Front, Marion, KY

July 4, 2003, Display Battle, Fort Knox, KY

September 26 –28, 2003, Western Front, Camp Attenbury, IN

October 31 – November 2, 2003, Western Front Battle, Camden Ohio

December 5 –7, 2003, Western Front, Lowell, IN

December 12 –13, 2003, Eastern Front, Tullahoma Training Site, Tullahoma , TN

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM

Please fill out this form and return it. It helps me update our unit’s member mailing addresses and email addresses. If you are no longer interested in participating please return a note saying so. Please mail to:

Joe Cooper

624 Rochelle Drive

Nashville, Tennessee 37220 

or email joecoop@bellsouth.com
Name: _____________________________

Address: ___________________________

___________________________________

Phone number: ______________________

Email Address: ______________________

I reenact: (Identify unit designation. Example: 30th Infantry Division)

WW I German: ______________________

WW I Allied: _______________________

WW II German: _____________________

WW II US: _________________________

WW II Russian: _____________________

WW II British: ______________________

